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My Netflix Choices…
Holidays coming up? Nothing to do? Played with all your food and eaten all your toys? Time to fire 
up Netflix, then.

Following a request for some suggestions for films to check out, I decided to see what Netflix have 
to offer at the moment. And yes, there are loads of other films available that I would suggest… 
Jaws, The Usual Suspects, La Femme Nikita (the original French one), Jean de Florette/Manon 
des Sources, Koyanisqqatsi, V for Vendetta to name but a few! And I haven’t included any 
Bollywood or many Asian cinema… put that down to my ignorance and the lack of choice on 
Netflix.

What follows are my choices for films that have some interest to us as we study the media. Some 
are classics in their own right (12 Angry Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Magnificent Seven, It’s a 
Wonderful Life), some are very much of their time (Bill and Ted’s Bogus Adventure, Pretty in Pink, 
St Elmo’s Fire), some are films that everyone should see* (The Shawshank Redemption, Toy Story, 
Chocolat) and some are just plain good fun though not necessarily great films (About Time, Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off, Invasion of the Body Snatchers).

They are in alphabetical order taken from the very useful http://uk.newonnetflix.info/catalogue site 
(Google for “UK netflix films”) and consist of a mix of Hollywood films, indie films, foreign films, 
documentaries, British films, and anything else that took my fancy… so… please dip in and try 
something new! All I would say is that some of them are comparatively slow paced compared to 
films like Furious 7 and the like… be patient, and learn to enjoy different ways of telling a story.

Please give me feedback on those you watch… and please give me suggestions for films you think 
I should check out!

12 Angry Men - The 
classic courtroom drama 
about a jury deliberating 
a murder trial. Clever, 
clever writing.

About Time - It’s good.

An Inconvenient Truth 
(Doc) - A brilliant and 
award winning argument 

about Global Warning

The Babadook - Ba… Ba… Dooookkkk….. 
This is one of the creepiest films I’ve seen in 
years… but you may not think so. If in doubt, 
imagine you are the mother… and you want to 
kill your own child… 

Battle Royale - The Hunger Games done first

Blair Witch Project - Not my favourite film (by 
a long way), but needs to be included because 

it pretty much set the agenda for ‘found 
footage’ films

Blackfish (Doc) - This is the film which has 
lead to Seaworld deciding to stop showing 
Killer Whales.

Bowling for Columbine (Doc) - Michael 
Moore’s Oscar winning documentary. It is 
worth watching to see the shock-metal singer 
Marilyn Manson being interviewed…

The Bridge (Doc) - A controversial and 
powerful documentary about people who 
commit suicide from the Golden Gate Bridge in 
San Francisco. They have just announced a 
competition to design ‘anti-jump’ nets. 

The Battle of Britain -  
Classic 1960s war film. 
It’ll make you appreciate 
just how wonderful and 
beautiful a Spitfire is.

Bill and Ted’s Bogus 
Journey - Surreal, highly 

*When old enough, obviously!

http://uk.newonnetflix.info/catalogue
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entertaining, and any film that has the main 
characters playing Death at Twister to save 
their souls is surely worth a view.

Captain America: The First Avenger - Big 
budget superhero franchise movie that’s better 
than average. Great clear cut characters and 
easy representation to analyse.

Chocolat - Johnny Depp. Juliette Binoche. 
Chocolate. It’s what a wet, miserable Sunday 
afternoon was invented for.

Cinema Paradiso (New Version, sadly) - This 
is the director’s cut which includes a 

relationship that isn’t in the original… it’s not 
needed and if you can get the original 
theatrical cut instead, you’ll probably prefer it 
too. Oh, and it’s in Italian. And it’ll make you 
smile. And cry. And fall in love. You have been 
warned.

Clueless - Well, duh!

Colors - Violent and brutal examination of Los 
Angeles gang culture in the 1980s. The Hip-
Hop soundtrack was ground-breaking.

Cube - Sci-Fi horror which is one of the best of 
the genre.

Dallas Buyers Club - Oscar winning triumph 
based on the true story of Ron Woodroof who 
supplied AIDs drugs not generally available. 
Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto won 
Oscars for their roles.

The Donnies: Branco, Darko and Darko 
(Director’s Cut) - Branco = Gangsters and 
undercover cops. Darko = a scary rabbit. No. 
Really.

Day Watch (but they don’t have Night 
Watch… and you will want to see it!) - Really 
interesting and good Russian vampire film… 
but Netflix don’t have the other part. :-(

Deathnote - Stylish and thoughtful (and 
violent!) anime - Series

Downfall - You’ve seen the meme, now see 
the very good film. A brilliant German bio-pic 
on Hitler’s final days.

The Duellists - The film that started it all off for 
Ridley Scott. He is someone who has a visual 
sensibility rarely seen.

Earth To Echo - A great kids film.

Enemy at the Gates - This will give you an 
insight to the fighting in Stalingrad during 
WW2. Good cast (Brits as Russians, and an 
American as the main German), and very 
tense.

Escape from Tomorrow 
- Guerrilla film-making at 
its most interesting. 
Filmed in Disneyland 
without Disney’s 
permission. Not the best 
film ever, but interesting 
to see what can be done.

Exit Through The Gift 
Shop - Is it a 
documentary? It is Banksy.

Fargo (Film!) - Dark humour from the Coen 
brothers.

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off  - Every now and 
again you’ve got to say…

Frank - Strange. And good.

Gasland (Doc) - Is fracking safe? Ask the man 
who can set fire to his tap water.

Gattaca - Beautiful and thoughtful drama 
about a future where the genetically modified 
are superior to the ‘normal’ people.

Girl, Interrupted - Angelina Jolie has never 
been better.

Good Will Hunting - Robin Williams. Matt 
Damon. Ben Affleck. ‘nuff said.

Gorky Park - A classy and clever thriller. 
Notable for being (partially) filmed in Russia 
before the Iron Curtain came down.



Page �3
Hardboiled - Action film done properly.

Harold and Maude - 
Strange, surreal, 
and the most blackly 
funny film you may 
ever see.

Heathers - Bullying. 
And brat pack. And 
revenge.

Hiroshima (Doc) - 
The BBC at its best. 
Horrifically powerful 
documentary about 
the Hiroshima bomb. 

All the more so because it is so subdued.

Home Alone - It’s Christmas. And this is a 
classic.

The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus - 
Terry Gilliam is one of the most imaginative 
directors in the world. He is a true auteur (look 
it up!)

Invasion of the Body Snatchers - You will 
jump.

Iron Sky - Camp. Wonderful. Moon Hitler.

It’s A Wonderful Life - An angel gets its 
wings.

Jackie Brown - Quentin Tarentino’s best film.

Kajaki - Tense. Very tense. And based on a 
true story. The battle scenes are frighteningly 
understated and all the more realistic for that.

The King’s Speech - Wonderfully warm film - 
even if it does work to extend the hegemony of 
the Royal Family

Lost in Translation - Bill Murray. Bill Freakin’ 
Murray. In an intelligent and thoughtful drama.

The Magnificent Seven - Classic Western 
based on Akira Kurosawa’s 7 Samurai. Well, I 
say ‘based’, complete rip-off would maybe be 
closer to the mark…

McCullin (Doc) - McCullin is arguably one of 
the greatest war photographers of all time. You 
have seen his photos, now meet the man.

Munich (Docu drama) - This is a part of 
history you should know about.

No Country for Old Men - Dark, and the most 
unlikeable leading character of any film you’ll 
likely see.

The Omen - Spawned a multitude of spin-offs, 
but this is the original and still has the power to 
shock.

The Parallax View - Pure mad mental 
paranoid political thriller. It surely couldn’t be 
true… could it? (PS: Includes one of the mose 
effective montage sequences of any film you 
will ever see. You’ll know it when you see it!)

Powaqqatsi - I wish Netflix had 
Koyaanisqatsi, but this 2nd film essay is 
equally engrossing. Be warned, it is a film 
essay… so stock up on sweets and fizzy 
lemonade, crank up the music, sit back and 
relax.

Pretty In Pink - Isn’t she…
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The Purple Rose of Cairo - I’d be lying if I 
was to say I was a great Woody Allen fan (I’ll 
be struck off if I said that at a meeting of Media 
teachers!), but this one I do like. Interesting 
premise, and not too much Woody Allen on 
screen. :-)

Rabbit Proof Fence 
- Moving and 
thought-provoking 
docudrama about a 
rather shameful 
episode in the 
history of our 
governance of 
Australia.  

Romeo + Juliet - Kick-ass soundtrack, Clare 
Danes and Leonardo Di Cappuchino…

The Santa Clause - Because!

Saving Mr Banks - To be watched back to 
back with Mary Poppins!

Scream - Still clever.

Scrooged - One of the 
best updated versions of 
Dickens’ Christmas Carol. 
And Bill Murray.

The Shawshank 
Redemption - Best. Film. 
Ever. (According to 
IMDB.com) Except for 
the ending. Morgan 
Freeman is on a bus. 
Stop the film there. Do 

not watch the final scene. Honest! 

Sin City - Stylish and stylised graphic novel. 
Brutal and adult, this is also a masterclass in 
post-production processing.

St Elmo’s Fire - The brat pack film to end 
them all…

The Taking of Pelham One Two Three 
(1974!) - It was remade, but this is still one of 
the best robbery heist films of all time… and 
you will spot lots of elements that have been 
nicked by films that came after it, Mr Pink.

Testament of Youth - Vera Britten’s 
heartbreaking biography made real. Superb 
acting, and a worthy — though slightly 
disappointing — adaptation.

The Thin Red Line - Slow and reflective 
adaptation of the novel. World War 2 in the 
Pacific with a host of guest cameo 
appearances and a hypnotic soundtrack.

Thor - Chris and his mighty hammer… 
directed by Sir Kenneth Branagh. What’s not 
to like?

To Kill A Mockingbird - An absolute classic… 
and consider the historical context of the film. 
Gregory Peck was at the top of his game in 
this film.

Toy Story - Do I really need to say anything 
other than “Falling… with style!”

Tremors - One of the most original ‘monster’ 
films you’ll see, not least because it’s very 
funny and mostly takes place in daylight. It’s 
spawned some sequels, and is coming back 
as a TV series in 2016!

Up - “Squirrels!” And the most beautiful and 
heart-breaking opening of any film ever. Totes 
emoshballs.

Vanilla Sky - Surprisingly good and inventive 
fantasy/sci-fi film. There’s a reason why Tom 
Cruise is one of the biggest stars on the 
planet.

War Horse - Beautiful example of Spielberg’s 
skill as a director.

War of the Worlds (Both!) - Worth comparing 
the original to the Tom Cruise remake. A rare 
case of the remake finding enough new things 
to make it a completely different film. It was 
panned for the downbeat tone, but I think such 
criticism is misplaced. Read the original novel 
if you don’t believe me!

Zombieland - Cool, sassy, funny, Zombies 
and Twinkies. And one of the best cameo 
appearances of anyone ever: Bill Murray!

Zoolander - It’s ridiculous. And funny. 
Very, very funny.

http://imdb.com

